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US Coast Guard, which has not issued 
general approval for any ballast water 
treatment technologies yet. The rest 
of the fleet will be retrofitted pending 
the IMO Convention’s entry into force. 
Maersk Tankers is installing treatment 
systems on the six tanker vessels under 
construction and  preparing five vessels 
for installation. 

Hot topic:  
Recycling ships

Worldwide, more than 1,000 large end- 
of-life ships are recycled every year. Many 
of these ships are recycled under poor 
working conditions for employees and 
creating severe environmental damages. 

In 2014, one Maersk Line ship was sold and 
placed at a shipbreaking facility in China 
for recycling. A Maersk Supply Service 
ship was recycled at a shipbreaking fa-
cility in Belgium. Both facilities meet our 
requirements for ship recycling and the 
work was supervised by an independent 
third party. 

Encourage but not demand 
Maersk’s policy is to recycle the ships we 
own in a way that follows the Hong Kong 
Convention. We also encourage other 
ship owners to recycle their ships in a 
responsible way, including those owners 
from whom we charter ships.

During 2014, Maersk was criticised for 
not ensuring that chartered ships once 
owned by Maersk and sold off to other 
owners were not recycled responsibly at 
the end of their contracts.

Two cases were cited, where the vessel 
owners decided to recycle the vessels on 
beaches in India and Bangladesh after the 
charter contract with Maersk ended. In 
both cases, we followed our policy which 
states that we do not sell off ships for 
 unregulated scrapping. However, while  

we continuously encourage responsible 
recycling, we are not able to force our 
 policy on to others.

What is needed is a global level playing 
field on ship recycling, which would be 
achieved if more nations were to ratify 
the Hong Kong Convention. 

Arctic activities

We recognise the sensitive and unique 
Arctic environment and that the safety 
and natural environment of this region 
and its people must not be compromised. 
Significant amounts of analysis still lie 
ahead before we can decide on any poten-
tial future offshore operation in the area.

Maersk Oil retains its 47.5% interest 
in an exploration licence for an area off 
the coast of North West Greenland. In 
2014, Maersk Oil was awarded three new 
licences in the Barents Sea in Norway and 
now holds four licences in the region, all 
of which are operated by others. 

Maersk Tankers has since 2012 been 
 delivering oil to Greenland and is 

supporting the implementation of stand-
ards and regulations to ensure safe ship-
ping activities in the Arctic region.

Maersk Drilling is exploring the possibility 
and potential of developing Arctic drilling 
solutions as part of ongoing dialogue 
with customers, including an all-year 
solution for drilling in the Arctic. In 2014, 
the technical elements of such a solution 
were further developed and an Arctic risk 
universe was explored. 

Reducing our  
environmental impacts
We assume responsibility for the environmental impact of our activities by 
integrating environmental management and targets into our business processes. 

Adjusted CO2 target

We take responsibility for our carbon 
footprint across the Group’s businesses 
and have a consolidated Group CO2 
 improvement target of 20% relative 
 reduction in 2020, compared to 2010. 

As we exceeded this target by one per 
cent in 2014, we had adjusted the Group 
 consolidated target, which is now to 
achieve a 30% relative reduction in CO2 
emissions by 2020.  

Our CO2 performance in 2014
In 2014, the Maersk Group improved its 
CO2 efficiency by 5%. This was driven 
mainly by approximately 8% efficiency 
improvements in Maersk Line, amount-
ing to a reduction in absolute CO2 emis-
sions of 530,000 tonnes and fuel savings 
of USD 98 million. The other two sizeable 
contributors to the Group’s carbon foot-
print, Maersk Oil and Maersk Tankers, 
saw  minor improvements in CO2 efficiency 
in 2014.

Robust enforcement of 
maritime sulphur  
regulations needed

The use of fossil fuel also leads to other 
air emissions including SOx, NOx and 
 particulate matter. This impacts both  
the environment and human health. 

From 2015, the permitted sulphur 
content in fuel will be 0.1% in Emission 
Control Areas1. We are concerned about 

the possibility that enforcement of reg-
ulations will remain weak, particularly in 
the European ECA, as non-compliance 
will harm the competitive landscape and 
weaken the positive effect on air quality.

To address this issue, Maersk has joined 
the Trident Alliance in 2014, a coalition of 
shipping companies.

“Our industry alliance was formed to 
advocate for stronger enforcement of 
sulphur regulation to ensure there is 
a level playing field for business and 
also decrease the environmental and 
 human health impacts of shipping.” 

Roger Strevens
Chairman of the Trident Alliance.

Maersk Line and Maersk Tankers are 
preparing vessel tanks and fuel sys-
tems for the switch to low-sulphur fuel. 
Approximately 40% of Maersk’s fleet of 
vessels, nearly 400 ships, will be required 
to use the new 0.1% sulphur fuel, adding 
costs of an additional USD 200–250 mil-
lion per year, based on current fuel prices.

The US enforces ballast  
water regulation 

The US has moved ahead of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization (IMO) and 
enforced regulation on ballast water. 
Maersk Line has ballast water treatment 
systems installed on all Triple-E vessels 
and 14 other vessels. These systems were 
granted a temporary acceptance by the 

21% 
relative CO2 reduction2 
across the Group  
2010–2014
(5% reduction in 2014)

OUR PROGRESS

Reduce the Group’s consolidated carbon 
footprint. Our 2020 target is:

  30% 
relative CO2 reduction2 2010–2020 

OUR AMBITIONS

 
1  The Baltic Sea, the North Sea, areas within 200 nautical miles off the US and Canadian coastlines as well as part of the Caribbean Sea are defined as Emission Control Areas.
2  The Group relative efficiency is based on an index, weighing business relative CO2 efficiencies (defined per business) in terms of their share of the total Group CO2 emissions.

WHAT IT MEANS TO MAERSK

Environmental impacts are significant in our 
industries. We focus on efficiency gains and 
employ technological innovation in minimis-
ing our own, while advocating enforcement 
of  regulations to create a level playing field 
for business and improved conditions for the 
 natural environment. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 

SATISFACTORY

 Maersk Line 83% 
 Maersk Oil 9% 
 Maersk Tankers 5% 
 Others 3% 

Share of total CO2 eq.  
emissions

In 2009, to improve ship recycling 
conditions, the Hong Kong Convention 
was adopted by the IMO and corre-
sponding guidelines followed. How-
ever, the convention has been ratified 
by only three countries. 

In 2014, the ship recycling debate was 
reinvigorated by the EU drafting new 
requirements for ship recycling facili-
ties. These will  enter into force in the 
coming years. 

Regulating ship recycling

Read the full Sustainability Report 2014

http://www.maersk.com/Sustainability/Publications/Maersk_Sustainability_Report_2014.pdf
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Mitigating oil spills
We are committed to managing this material business risk, protecting 
the environment and preventing harm to our surroundings. 

Oil spill performance  
and risk mitigation

In 2014, the Group had one category 2 
spill and a number of minor spills. 

Svitzer experienced a significant spill  
of 9 m3 (category 2) in Australia when 
marine gas oil spilled into the harbour.  
A clean-up procedure was initiated imme-
diately and the marine gas oil was either 
recovered or evaporated. The investiga-
tion revealed that the incident occurred 
due to human error, when an engineer  
left the vessel during transfer of marine 
gas oil between internal tanks, in spite  
of rigid procedures being in place.  

Maersk Oil had 36 spills – all of them 
 below 0.1 m3 (category 5 spills). The 
company’s oil spill mitigation measures 
include stringent operational controls, 
regular equipment maintenance and 
training, drills for emergencies and oil 
spill response. The systems are inde-
pendently reviewed and audited, for 
 example, in the ISO14001 third-party 
audits.

The majority of the volume spilled from 
Maersk Drilling’s rigs is a result of 
water-based mud being accidentally 
discharged into the sea. Maersk Drilling 
experienced a total of 18 spills in 2014 (all 
category 3, 4 or 5 spills). Maersk Drilling 
operates with several containment 
systems to ensure that any discharges 
happen in a planned and controlled way 
in accordance with discharge permits. 

Maersk Supply Service had six minor 
spills (category 5) mainly due to incidents 

during liquid transfer processes. To pre-
vent spills Maersk Supply Service focuses 
on stringent operational procedures, 
training, oil spill prevention campaigns, 
drills and exercises.  

Maersk Tankers experienced two minor 
oil spills into the sea (category 5). Maersk 
Tankers’ customers visit each vessel 
three times per year to ensure that safety 
standards are met. Even in the absence 
of spills, poor safety standards will debar 
the vessels from trade operations.

Maersk Line experienced 4 spills: 2 oil 
spills of 5.3 m3 (category 4) caused by a 
leakage due to malfunction of a seal of 
the stern tube and 2 at or below 0.1 m3 
(category 5) due to leakages in thrusters. 
All overboard oil spills are registered and 
monitored in the environmental manage-
ment system and action is taken where 
needed. Vessels are instructed to report 
contained spills and near-misses to learn 
from and improve on prevention and 
mitigation actions. They are inspected 
twice  annually by internal auditors and 
technical superintendents.

APM Terminals had one (category 5) spill 
related to the bursting of hydraulic fluid 
tube on a crane. Spills occurring in port 
terminals are typically leaks from machin-
ery occurring on the quay and are quickly 
contained.

The Group’s businesses involved in 
 shipping, drilling or oil production have 
externally approved oil spill response 
plans in place in the event of a spill 
 occurring. Training is carried out on both 
prevention and response.

1 
significant oil spill  
(category 2)  

OUR PROGRESS

 
Category

Harbour 
< 1 mi  
(m3)

Coastal 
< 12 mi 

(m3)

Open Sea 
> 12 mi  

(m3)

    1 >10 >100 >1000

    2 >1 >10 >100

    3 >0.1 >1 >10

    4 >0.01 >0.1 >1

    5 Oil film 0.01 0.1

Group oil spill categories

  Ensure that our operations have  

ZERO significant oil spills

OUR AMBITIONS

Land-based spills will be included in our 2015 
data collection and report. 

WHAT IT MEANS TO MAERSK 

Nearly all of our businesses have activities 
where the risk of oil spills must be mitigated to 
avert both human and environmental impacts 
as well as financial liabilities.

UNSATISFACTORY




